
We are at a point in human history unseen since the 1600s!  Humans have 
not had a big colonization project in a few hundred years.  For the first 
time in recorded history, we are realistically looking at colonizing a 
completely (so far as we know) uninhabited area.  Even more exciting, we 
will be colonizing another planet!
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The mission:
You have been chosen to join a group of travelers going to 
Mars in 2028.  Our plan is similar to the Mars-One plan.  The 
folks running Mars-One actually appropriated our plans, so 
by us getting to Mars first, we can be vindicated in our 
complaints that our ideas were copied.  currently, Our ships 
and equipment are the same as what is listed on the Mars-One 
site.  To prevent any further loss of our ideas, we will not 
share any further designs of equipment outside of our group.  
Use their site to see the equipment with which we will start 
our plans.  (As we make changes to the equipment and plan, we 
will not allow Mars-One to access our ideas.) We will 
launch in several stages and use unmanned and robotic units 
for the initial colonization preparation work.  The first team 
of eight humans will follow.  After humans have established 
themselves, we will expand the colony by sending more 
equipment to allow further expansion of the colony.  After 
the colony site is expanded, we will send more colonists.  We 
will repeat this cycle 8 times until we have a colony of 64 
humans living on Mars.

Am I 
crazy, or is it 

them?

It must be 
them!

Now, you may 
be  thinking, 
"Colonize Mars!  

Is he crazy?!"
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I'm not crazy.  There are currently two plans to go to mars.  
One is Mars one, whose website you will visit shortly.  The 
other is NASA.

Mars one is a privately funded group who has developed a 
thorough plan to colonize Mars in the year 2031.

Nasa...who has been to the moon and back several times...is 
planning to have colonists on mars in 2030s.

Our mission is to get information on the challenges and risks 
faced by mars colonists and then develop our own plan to get 
our colonists, that would be you, to mars in 2028.

First things first, though.  before we can work out our ideas 
about the mission, you need some background info.  Your job is 
to use the next pages to research information about mars-one 
and nasa's plans to colonize mars.  To help you stay 
organized, mars-one pages will have mars-one image on them.  
Nasa pages will have a nasa image on them.

Um, 
Houston, I 
think I have a 

problem!

Mars-one logo

Earthlings!  
Stay off my 

planet!

NASA logo
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Let's look at Mars-One first.  Their website is mars-one.com, 
use it as a beginning reference to find the information needed 
below.  There are other news articles and source you could 
find if needed.

1.  What is the goal of Mars-one?  Tell me why they are going 
to mars and what they plan to gain from this planned trip.

2.  Who is funding this mission?  Why?  (How much will it cost?)

3. Who is directing this mission?  Do you think they have the 
ability to successfully run the mission?  Why?

4.  What is the mission timeline?  answer this by using bullet 
points to highlight important milestones.
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5. What type of people do they want for their crew? what are 
their qualifications?  Have they chosen anyone, yet?  if yes, who 
and how how have they chosen them?

6.  Would you sign up for Mars-one as an astronaut?  Make a 
list of the reasons you would go and a list of the reasons you 
would not go.  What is your final decision?  Why?
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Now Let's look at nasa.  A good starting point is the National 
geographic extreme explorer magazine article I have included 
at the back of this packet.  Another source is NASA's website: 
www.nasa.gov/offices/marsplanning/faqs/ to find info about 
their mars plans, use it as a beginning reference to find the 
information needed below.  There is also a video at http://
video.nationalgeographic.com/video/science/space-sci/
exploration/mission-mars-sci/ about the nasa plan.  There are 
other news articles and sources you could find if needed.

1.  What is the goal of nasa?  Tell me why they are going to 
mars and what they plan to gain from this planned trip.

2.  Who is funding this mission?  Why?  (How much will it cost?)

3. Who is directing this mission?  Do you think they have the 
ability to successfully run the mission?  Why?

4.  What is the mission timeline?  answer this by using bullet 
points to highlight important milestones.
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5. What type of people do they want for their crew? what are 
their qualifications?  Have they chosen anyone, yet?  if yes, who 
and how how have they chosen them?

6.  Would you sign up for nasa as an astronaut?  Make a list of 
the reasons you would go and a list of the reasons you would 
not go.  What is your final decision?  Why?
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